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Gerald Coeuting, JSecretary Generel of the CDU.Ou3 s delivered 2 spueci
: on the future mission of the CDU to the Ferlin organizetica «i' the
rarty cn 26 ay 1954. In regerd to the planced plebiscite ngeinst iDC )
he 38id thet this wes the finel reheesrsal for the genersl elections 15 be :
expected in the fell of 1954, which ~ould nui be steged unless the ¢lebiscite
hed e setisfactory result. He had learned thet, perticuleriy in Fost Iarlin,
the eneries of pevce, Vestern epente,snd enemies of the GDR were eking
sttempts to induce the population to cast invelid votes, so 6s to enskle them
to declere thet the Germen netion wented neither reace nor ihe reurificetiod
3f Gerreny nor the withdrewal of the cceupetion crmies. Fur this res son, &
rropagerde campeign hed to te sterted under the motto "Demolrotie in Aktion®
(Democrecy in Action). According teo Coetting, who egain rnd agiin stressed
the strong position of the Ost-CDU, other functions to be ecerried out Ly the
rarty included the mobilizetion of new, progressive Christisn forces tiich ra
fer hed not rppeered in public. lie steted thet the lorld Ferce Couference
in Stockhelm in June 1954 would pive more weight than previcusly tc the
opinions voiced ty the Christisn "Friedensfreunde" {Friemds of Pesze). Parti. i
suler attention hed to be jzid to the fortieth anniverssry of the t eginning
of the first imperielistic vorld war, ss well es the fifteerth enniversory of i
ihe ieginning of the second fescist-imperielietic wvorld wer, Lecauca two !
2vents inflicting so much upon Germeny hed led to the fight for weeld peace,
With respect to the elections, the dste for the Ost-CoU Rally would be ad-
venced to the tire from 21 to 25 Sertember 1954. It wes 1o ©e halsd under the
motto:"Christians, fight for & united, free Europe". Eight rundred delegetes
£s well se 100 honorery guests would asserble in the Kongresshalle {Congress
Hall) in velrer. Goetting mentioned thet the French delegation would be parti-
culerly strong; its leader wes Domenach, who had promised ic deliver o speech,
Yhere 1s no denyling the fect thet these stetements made # rositive ipression
on the czsembly. This imprescion, however, wes mixed with skepticiam, cs
could be p:thered from the opinion volced by Hurgormester . Gohr, who, test
ropresented the sttitude of the party functioniries towsrd the speech ir saying,
"If our CIV hes reelly geined such 2z strong position, it is our demurd thst
in the future it teke up £n independent line of ection
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